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Lunch & Lecture:  The Tuskegee Airmen 
Generously sponsored by the Crawford-Howard  

Private Family Foundation  

 
The last lunch & lecture of 2011 will be held on Friday, November 

11th.   We invite you to join 

Mable Barringer, a long-time 

volunteer at Elmwood Ceme-

tery as she recounts the story of 

theTuskegee Airmen.  

 

The Tuskegee Airmen were a 

group of African American pi-

lots who fought in World War 

II. Formally, they were the 

332nd Fighter Group and the 

477th Bombardment Group of 

the US Army Air Corps. The 

Tuskegee Airmen were the first African American military avia-

tors in the United States armed forces.  Dr. Linkwood Williams 

and Harold Smith, Jr., both of whom rest at Elmwood, were 

Tuskegee Airmen.  

 

We invite you to join Mable Barringer, a long-time volunteer at 

Elmwood Cemetery on Friday, November 11th, as she recounts the 

story of theTuskegee Airmen.  

 

This presentation will last about one hour and lunch will be served. 

Begins at noon. Cost is $12 per person.  Space is limited.  Advance 

reservations are required. 

Holiday Wreaths 
 

Elmwood Cemetery will begin selling holiday wreaths in 

November.  Wreaths are made of natural balsam fir and are 

approximately 26ò in diameter.  They come pre-decorated 

with pine cones and a ribbon.   

 

Wreaths can be purchased through the Elmwood Office to 

be placed on a loved oneôs lot or for pick-up at the Ceme-

tery office.  The cost is $38.25/wreath. 

 

For more information or to order a wreath, contact the 

Elmwood office at (901) 774-3212 or email Jody Schmidt 

at jody@elmwoodcemetery.org. 

Harold Smith, Jr. 

www.elmwoodcemetery.org 



Fall 2011 

Join us for the Saffron Night on September 9th 
 
The American Plague. The Yellow Jack. The Saffron Knight. These are the nicknames of the dread yellow fever - 

the Great Scourge - that left an indelible mark on the fabric of Memphis in 1878. Those who could not flee the 

city would perish quickly or survive without their friends or family. Victims were brought to Elmwood Cemetery 

and buried in a section called No Man's Landé 

 

On Friday, September 9th, the Elmwood Players will bring the stories of the men and women who braved the 

disease to the stage in the Lord's Chapel at Elmwood. Cocktails and hors d'oeuvres will be served. All visitors 

will be given an armband of yellow in the tradition of the great Howard Association doctors and nurses who bat-

tled yellow fever in Memphis. After the indoors presentation, a visit to Constance and Her Companions, Rever-

ends Parsons and Schuyler, and No Man's Land will be made available to all who wish to walk to those sites.  

This event will begin at 6PM.  The cost is $18.78/person and advance reservations are required. 

Sister Constance 

Endowment Campaign Angel Revealed: Mr. Hal B. Howard, Jr. 
It was at a Board of Trustees meeting in January of 2009 that an angel visited Elmwood. 

 

At the meeting, which took place during the worst of the recession, a Trustee, serving on the Board since 

2004, participated in a discussion of Elmwoodôs endowment fund. The endowment fund had suffered and 

all were intent on repairing the damage. The volunteer Board of Trustees was facing a monumental chal-

lenge: to raise funds during what would become known as the greatest economic downturn in U.S. history 

since the Great Depression.  

 

That Trustee would become an anonymous angel of Elmwood. He offered to Elmwood $1 million if the 

Board would agree to begin an endowment campaign and match his gift with an additional $1 million with 

pledges from the friends and families of Elmwood. This incredibly generous gift was met with a loud round 

of applause and a standing ovation by the rest of Elmwoodôs Board. Fundraising began immediately.  

 

Who is the angel of Elmwood? Until now, the Board of Trustees and staff have kept his identity anony-

mous, but recently have been granted permission to thank the angel of Elmwood publicly, with deepest 

appreciation of and regard for a gentleman who recognizes how vital Elmwood is to Memphis and the com-

munity it serves. This manôs name is Hal B. Howard, Jr.  

 

Mr. Howardôs $1 million gift to Elmwoodôs Return To Elmwood Endowment Campaign is the largest do-

nation ever made to Elmwood Cemetery. It is not the first time Mr. Howard has generously supported 

Elmwood, though. He has donated a combined total of $450,000 to previous campaigns that benefited 

Elmwood. Mr. Howard has also supported Elmwoodôs special programs and Year End Campaigns.  

 

Mr. Howard is no stranger to historic preservation. His dedication to history is seen through his contributions to Elmwood, which is his family 

cemetery, and to Memphis Heritage and Ducks Unlimited. Mr. Howard is the benefactor who donated the Memphis Heritage headquarters, 

Howard Hall, to the organization after completely remodeling the Italianate building. Ducks Unlimited received the donation of famed Conser-

vationist and Author Nash Buckinghamôs gun, ñBo Whoop,ò from Mr. Howard. Mr. Howardôs father, Hal B. Howard, Sr., was a great friend of 

Buckingham. The younger Howard first donated to Ducks Unlimited a diorama depicting Buckingham and Howard, Sr. at a table talking after a 

good hunt. Howard, Sr. is the most frequently mentioned character in all of Buckinghamôs writings. It was this friendship that led Mr. Howard 

to purchase Buckinghamôs famous and long-lost shotgun at an auction house for the third largest auction record attained for an American shot-

gun. Mr. Howard also chairs the Crawford-Howard Private Foundation. A native of Memphian of strong sentiment for his community, he also 

maintains residences in Florida and New York. 

 

Mr. Howardôs gift to Elmwood will be remembered always as the gift that righted the cemeteryôs endowment fund. Mr. Howard, however, will 

always be known as a dedicated husband and father, a successful businessman, a scholar, a deeply generous philanthropist, and an angel of 

Elmwood.  

Photo by Gary Shelley 



6th Annual Costume Twilight Tour 
The 6th Annual Costume Twilight Tour will be held Saturday, October 29th.  This all-walking tour 

will introduce you to some of Elmwoodôs residents including: John Reid McClanahan, who kept 

the Memphis Daily Appeal one step ahead of Union forces during the Civil War; Sarah Winchester 

Scales, granddaughter of a pioneer Memphis family who lived to be 101; Author and outdoorsman 

Nash Buckingham; Robert Church, reported to be the Southôs first black millionaire, will appear 

with his wife Sarah; Dr. William Armstrong, hero of the 1878 yellow fever epidemic; Lawyer Finis 

Bates; and Mollie Woodruff, whose ghost is said to roam the halls of her old home searching for 

the husband and child she lost at a young age. 

 

Tours will depart the cottage every 15 minutes beginning at 4:00 p.m. with the last tour starting at 

7:00 p.m.  Parking is available free of charge along Dudley Street.  The cost is $15/adults, $5/youth 

ages 12 & under.   Tickets are available online at www.elmwoodcemetery.org or through the 

Elmwood Office.  For more information, contact the Elmwood Office at (901) 774-3212.  We en-

courage mobility-impaired guests to call ahead to ask about tour route information. 

October Evening Strolls 
 

October is your opportunity to visit the cemetery after-hours.  

Each Friday night in October, join us for a twilight stroll 

through the grounds of the cemetery.  The tour begins at 6:00 

p.m. and lasts approximately 90 minutes.  Admission is $15/

person and advance registration is required.  Please wear com-

fortable walking shoes and weather-appropriate clothing and 

be sure to bring your flashlight as there are no lights in the 

cemetery.  Space is limited and these events sell out quickly.  

Make your reservations in advance at 

www.elmwoodcemetery.org/events.  Tours are offered  

October 7th, October 14th, and October 21st. 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Day 2nd Annual Candlelight  

Memorial Service 
 

The Board of Trustees and staff of Elmwood Cemetery invites 

you to a special Candlelight Memorial Service in the Lord's 

Chapel on November 1st at 6 p.m.. This special evening of 

remembrance is open to all and should last approximately one 

hour.  

  

Visitors will be invited 

to light at candle on 

display in the Lord's 

Chapel. After visitors 

have been seated, a 

nondenominational ser-

vice will be led by Rev. 

Andy Andrews of St. 

Mary's Episcopal 

Church.  

  

This service is free to the public. Space is very limited. Please 

call the Elmwood office at 901-774-3212 and reserve a candle 

and a seat. Please reserve your space at this event by October 

29th. 

Jervette Ward Ellis portrays Mary Jenkins Langston, the Presley family cook during the 2010 Costume Twilight Tour 

The 75,000 residents of Elmwood are comprised of the famous and infamous, sinners and saints, 

politicians and perfectly ordinary citizens.  All of them have stories to tell.   

 

On Saturday, November 5, Elmwood docents Jim Dennis and Cathi Johnson will lead a tour fo-

cusing on the scoundrels of Elmwood and their scandalous deeds.  The tour starts at 2:00 p.m. in 

from of the Cottage and lasts approximately two hours.  The cost is $12/person and advance reg-

istration is not required.  We suggest weather-appropriate clothing and comfortable walking 

shoes as this is an all-walking tour.   

 

For more information or to register online visit www.elmwoodcemetery.org 

 

Wade Boltonôs 13-year feud with Tom Dickens left 8 people dead. 

New Scandals & Scoundrels Tour set for Nov. 5th 



Adopt-a-Magnolia 
The 1500+ trees of Elmwood Cemetery have shaded nearly seven generations of families. 

Literally hundreds of those trees are Southern Magnolias. That particular tree does a num-

ber of things very well: it smells wonderful when it's blooming, it provides excellent 

climbing branches for kids, makes tons of shade, and sheds leaves just about nonstop.  

  

So we're turning to you - Elmwood's friends and families - to help us with the leaves. It 

costs $25 to participate in this program (we can take payment over the phone if you like). 

Membership in the program is going to be renewed once a year. We will put a nice, small 

plaque on the tree that denotes your participation. You'll also be listed in Elmwood's 

newsletter as well as on the website, and on Facebook! 

  

You'll come out to the cemetery four times a year - once per season - and rake up the 

leaves beneath your tree(s). We'll provide the garbage bags. Weôre asking you to bring 

your own tools.   Please contact us before you plan to come out to the cemetery.  All you 

have to do after the leaves are raked into bags is to tie the bags closed and place them by 

the street. Our Superintendent will pick them up. For more information, please contact 

the Elmwood office at (901) 774-3212. 

Stephen Johnson with the Sons of Confederate Veterans and 

Audrey Rainey with the United Daughters of the Confedera-

cy spent a warm June morning raking magnolia leaves in 

Confederate Rest. 

With much gratitude, the staff of Elmwood would like to acknowledge the following contributions: 
 

Books 

Gwyn Shea donated The Civil War:  A Narrative (3-volume set) in memory of Gwyn Rainer Foote 

Minetry Apperson Crowley donated the 1912 edition of the Standard History of Memphis, Ten-

nessee in memory of Margaret Preston Merrell Mayton  

Bayard Snowden donated Tennessee the Volunteer State 1796-1923 (4-volume set) 

Hamill Carey donated an original copy of Elmwood 1874 

Sally Schroeder donated multiple volumes of The Official Record of the Union & Confederate 

Armies 

Diana Crump donated two copies of Elmwood 1874 and the 1904 edition of List of Lot Owners of 

Elmwood Cemetery 

Mary Anne Traylor, Larry McKenzie and Victor McKenize donated Camel-Bells of Baghdad 

Todd Fox donated vintage Groiler Encyclopedias (10 volumes) 

 

Plantings (trees planted November 2010-March 2011) 

The Memphis Convention & Visitorôs Bureau planted a Red Oak in memory of  

Katherine Keifer 

The Walton family planted a Cherokee Princess Dogwood in memory of James Walton 

Rodgers Beasley planted a Silky Dogwood in honor of the Beasley family 

Vincent Astor & Audrey May planted a Dogwood in memory of Freda Ward 

Lori Witmer planted a Dogwood in memory of Brenda Witmer 

Sue Elkins planted a Crepe Myrtle in memory of Millard Vickers 

Vande Southerland planted a Jane Magnolia in memory of Charles & Winnie Ritenour 

Susan McCloy planted a Jane Magnolia in memory of Stuart McCloy 

Sally Banks planted 8 Crepe Myrtles in honor of  Richard Alcott, Anne Goldthwaite, Mary Jean Hirsig, Whitney Jordan, Lynda Oakes, Larry 

Ray, Louise Rook, and Mary Lee Sefried; and 4 Crepe Myrtles in memory of Love Dockey Banks, Mary Haller Banks, Margie Rosella Kellum, 

and Hans Wittjen 

 

Miscellaneous 

Vincent Astor donated two covers to protect the piano and the antique pump organ located in the Lordôs Chapel 

Judy Dale donated a collection of Wessendorf/Schwinn/Ries family papers and photographs 

The Racquet Club donated tennis balls to be used for headstone rubbings at Elmwood 

Sally Banks donated funds to recover the couch and purchase a rug and curtains in the Cemetery Services office 

Howard enjoys a nap on the newly recovered 

couch in the Cemetery Services office.  A spe-

cial thank you to Sally Banks who had the 

couch recovered for Elmwood. 

Elmwoodôs majestic trees have shaded nearly seven generations of families.  Some of the trees are even 

older than the cemetery.  Join Elmwoodôs Gardener Jim Dennis for a tour of the Elmwood Arboretum.  

Heôll offer Arboretum tours on Saturday, November 5th and Saturday, November 12th.  Both tours start in 

front of the Cottage at 10:30 a.m. and last approximately 90 minutes.  The cost is $5/person and advance 

registration is not required.  For more information, please contact the Elmwood office at (901) 774-3212. 

 
 

This American Fringe tree is one of two Tennessee State Champion trees at Elmwood. 



Virginia B. McGehee Youth Education Program 

ñDear Elmwood, I truly truly hate mosquitoes because of their yellow fever!...I 

learned some things about Memphis that my grandmother didnôt even know!...You 

donôt have to necessarily be sad when you come to Elmwood, it can be fun!...I like 

those statue men, doing their last poseséMy favorite part was the man who had the 

heart attack during the Tennessee Derby. I wouldôve loved to have seen that hap-

penéI learned not to get in a fight with someone like Wade Bolton did or you will 

get killed right then and thereéI liked hearing how 

the soldiers let Ginnie Moon go because she flirted 

with them, she must have been really good at that!ò  

 

These are just a few of the excerpts from the  many thank-you letters we receive at Elmwood, written by 

Memphis, Shelby County, North Mississippi, and home school chil-

dren.  Over 5000 students visit Elmwood every year, and thanks to a 

generous grant from the Thomas W. Briggs Foundation, we are able to 

distribute 15,000 Educational Guides to area schools, offering field 

trips and free lesson plans to each teacher.  

 

Volunteer Coordinator Cookie Swain said, ñOur volunteers step up to 

lead each tour, answer the many questions, gently explain mourning to 

these wide-eyed children, and lead grave-rubbing expeditions through-

out the cemetery.  

 

The impressions we make on these many minds are immeasurable, and 

their memories of Elmwood are surely priceless.ò Thanks to the Virgin-

ia B. McGehee Youth Education Program and Thomas W. Briggs Foundation, these lasting gifts to our 

youths will continue for years to come, for they are the future of Elmwood. 

Artwork from students at New Hope Christian Academy 

From the Cradle to the Grave 
By Jorja Frazier 

The expression ñfrom cradle to graveò refers to the beginning and the end of life.  However, at Elmwood sometimes it is more like from cra-

dle to cradle.   Visitors to Elmwood frequently ask our staff about the grave markers they see all around the cemetery that look like 

ñbathtubs.ò What are they, and what do they mean?  These oval enclosures that resemble bathtubs come 

in different sizes and in doubles and triples. Some are beautifully carved marble, and many have various 

Victorian symbols added to them.  Most date from after the Civil War into the early twentieth century. 

We call them bathtubs because they are shaped like a bathtub, but they belong to a monument style more 

commonly referred to as cradles or bed gravestone enclosures.  A low stone curbing can enclose an en-

tire lot or just one individual grave.   

Cradle enclosures resemble a cradle with no 

rockers and are usually rectangular in shape 

with a headstone, footstone, and sides reminis-

cent of a 19th century bed with headboard, side 

rails, and footboard evoking eternal rest.  One 

source suggests their use was influenced by 

their popularity in Europe. The ñbathtubò mark-

ers here at Elmwood are made of one piece of 

individually carved marble or stone often sup-

ported on a flat oval marble base with holes or a 

long slot cut through the center to provide 

drainage for planting flowers or ivy in the cen-

ter.  Elmwood has more of these bathtub enclo-

sures than many other cemeteries. 

Continued next pageé William Pooleyôs cradle in the Fowler section is reminis-

cent of a 19th century bed. 

Located in the Fowler section, the 

Welch bathtubs indicate the burial of a 

parent and child in the same space. 

www.elmwoodcemetery.org 


