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Dudley Street Construction Update 
 

The landscape surrounding Elmwood Cemetery is once again to un-

dergo a major change in the coming months. As you visit Elmwood, 

you will notice construction taking place in a large lot on the west 

coroner of Dudley Street and E.H. Crump Boulevard. The construc-

tion is for the new West Precinct of the Memphis Police Depart-

ment.  

  

Part of this project will include repaving Dudley Street from Crump 

Boulevard all the way to the entrance of Elmwood. The street will 

begin being milled in late March, and will be repaved shortly there-

after. It is unknown how long repaving Dudley Street will take. The 

City of Memphis has agreed to attempt to pave the street in a way 

that will allow for traffic regardless of construction. Please call the 

Office at 901-774-3212 if you have questions. 

 

Volunteers are needed for a neighborhood cleanup on Friday, April 

1st at 9:00 a.m.  If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 

Kimberly McCollum at (901) 774-3212 or  

kmccollum@elmwoodcemetery.org. 

 
Volunteers assist with a clean up in March 2009 



Spring 2011 

Our endowment campaign, Return To Elmwood, has turned 

for the finish line 
 

Due to an extraordinary set of circumstances and an extraordinary million-

dollar gesture from one anonymous donor, we can return the losses of the 

last two years to our endowment and, in fact, plant new seeds to meet our 

growing demand. Right now, every dollar we receive returns two dollars to 

Elmwood, but we must match the one million. 

 

We're very close. And about a million dollars away. 
 

We are so thankful to all the people who have brought us so very close. 88% 

home. Just as we can see the last 158 years at Elmwood, our future is in sight 

as well. Just as the economy challenged us, the million dollar challenge of 

our donor has given us the opportunity to meet our needs and grow our  

legacy. 

 

Take us across. 

 

Every dollar from you means two. And a million more. 

 

To donate to the Return-to-Elmwood campaign, visit http://

www.elmwoodcemetery.org/return-to-elmwood or call (901) 774-3212. 

Photo by Gary Shelly 

Elmwood Staff Changes 
  

The next time you visit Elmwood, say hello to the newest members of the Elmwood 

staff, Jim Dennis and Cookie Swain.  If they look familiar to you, thatôs because 

both of them are long-time volunteer docents.  Jim accepted the position of Garden-

er in March 2010 and is currently working towards becoming a Master Gardener.  

He maintains the gardens around the Lordôs Chapel and the Cottage as well as car-

ing for the trees in the Elmwood Arboretum. His wife Judy also volunteers her time 

in the office.  

  

Cookie Swain joined the Elmwood staff in January 2011 as the Visitor Services and 

Volunteer Coordinator. Her main focus is to help organize the thousands of school 

children who visit each year, along with welcoming tourists from all over the world 

who come to see ñour outdoor history bookò, as she calls it.  In her spare time, 

Cookie and her husband operate Ellendale Lodge, an event/reception center near 

Bartlett.   

  

Elmwood  also wishes a fond farewell to Linley Schmidt, the former Education & Volunteer Coordinator. During her five years at 

Elmwood, Linley led hundreds of history and tree tours of the cemetery to both children and adults and she trained a number of volun-

teers to give tours as well. Linley spent time learning about Elmwood's Arboretum and worked extensively on the cemetery reforestation 

project.   She utilized her acting experience to train volunteer actors for our annual Costume Tours.  On top of this, she spent a great 

amount of time learning about Memphis and Elmwood history. She was a creative and knowledgeable staff member while at Elmwood.   

The Board of Trustees and staff of Elmwood wishes Linley many great successes in the future. 

From L-R: Linley Schmidt, Mable Barringer, Jim Dennis 

and Cookie Swain 



2011 Calendar of Events 

Elmwood Cemetery 
Detailed event listings can be found at our website:  www.elmwoodcemetery.org/events.  Space is  

limited for some events.  Registration is available online or by calling the Elmwood Office at  

(901) 774-3212.  

 

* event requires advance registration and payment 

 

February 

February 5ðPublic Docent Tour:  Civil Rights Leaders 

February 12ðEnduring Love Tea & Tour* 

February 14ðLunch & Lecture:  Love on the Rocks  by Jody Schmidt* 

February 19ðPublic Docent Tour:  Civil Rights Leaders 

 

March 

March 5ðPublic Docent Tour:  Women of Elmwood 

March 19ðPublic Docent Tour:  Irish of Elmwood 

March 25ðLunch & Lecture:  Memphis Women of the Progressive Movement by Frances Catmur* 

                Pawing Through History Tour 

April 

April 2ðPawing through History:  A Pet-friendly tour of Elmwood*      

April 9ðPublic Docent Tour        

   

April 16ðPublic Docent Tour:  Holy Men & Women of Elmwood   

April 29ðLunch & Lecture:  The Sultana Tragedy by Alan Huffman*     

April 30ðArboretum Tour 

 

May 

May 7ðPawing through History: A Pet-friendly tour of Elmwood* 

May 14ðPublic Docent Tour 

May 20ðLunch & Lecture:  Voices of the Veterans* 

 

June 

June 4ðPublic Docent Tour:  The Civil War 

June 11ðPublic Docent Tour 

June 17ðLunch & Lecture:  History of Juneteenth by Sara Cantrell* 

June 24ðEvening Stroll* 

          

July                  

July 8ðEvening Stroll* 

 

August                      

August 12ðLunch & Lecture:  Lunch with the King*               

August 19ðLunch & Lecture:  Forrestôs Raid on Memphis by Ed Williams*         2010 Costume Twilight Tour        

August 20ðPublic Docent Tour:  The Civil War                             

        

September          

September 9ðLunch & Lecture:  The Voices of Yellow Fever*     

September 9ðThe Saffron Night:  A Yellow Fever Event* 

September 17ðPublic Docent Tour 

 

 October  

October 7ðEvening Stroll* 

October 14ðEvening Stroll* 

October 21ðEvening Stroll* 

October 29ðCostume Twilight Tour 

 

November  

November 1ðAll Saintôs Day Memorial Service* 

November 5ðArboretum Tour 

November 11ðLunch & Lecture:  The Tuskegee Airmen by Mable Barringer* 

November 12ðArboretum Tour 

November 19ðPublic Docent Tour 

 

December 

December 3ðPublic Docent Tour:  Stories in Stone symbolism tour                       Tea at Elmwood          

                                         



We wish to acknowledge with gratitude the following contributors to the 2010 Year End Campaign: 

ñCemeteries were considered places of beauty far removed from the press of city life, places to com-

mune with nature and admire the architecture, places to pay homage to those who had gone before. 

For 150 years, Memphians have come to Elmwood, enjoying the quiet of the rolling landscape, the 

beauty of the trees, and the fascinating monuments to the 70,000 people who are buried there.ò  

-From Elmwood: In The Shadows of the Elms by Perre Magness 

 

 

By the time you receive this newsletter, 2011 will have begun. Elmwood Cemetery will have complet-

ed another year of service to the community that comprises the metropolitan Memphis area.  

 

Former Executive Director of Elmwood, Frances Crawford Catmur, used to say to me, ñThereôs a lot 

to be thankful for.ò The past few years of economic turbulence have caused great worry throughout 

the world, and Elmwood was not immune. But, I have been reminded many times over the last few 

years that Mrs. Catmur was, and continues to be, spot on in her assessment. Elmwood Cemetery has 

again been generously supported by its families and friends in a Year End Giving Campaign. With the 

gifts that were donated to Elmwood in 2010, the staff will continue to serve those who need 

Elmwoodôs services and grow the history-based programs that so many have come to enjoy. The cem-

etery grounds will continue to be maintained. Gardens will be tended. Genealogical research will con-

tinue; children will learn about their cityôs forebears. The bell will continue to be rung. The words 

expressed so eloquently by author and historian Perre Magness were true in 2002 when they were 

written, remain true in 2011, and will be true in another 100 years. 

 

Contributions to Elmwood Cemeteryôs Year End Campaign directly support the cemeteryôs mission, 

which states: Elmwood is an historic cemetery with available lots that provides a beautiful final resting place to families as it shares its history, 
art and nature with the community. 
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff of Elmwood Cemetery, I thank you for your support of the 2010 Year End Giving Campaign.  

 

           Kimberly McCollum 

           Executive Director 
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Memorials and Honorariums  
 Mr. & Mrs. Ben Adams, Jr. 

  In memory of Tempe & Ben Adams 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Alston 

  In memory of Oley Dooley &  

  Myrtle Rush 

Mr. & Mrs. Lawson Apperson 

  In memory of Harry S. Hays 

Geraldine Baker 

  In memory of Pearl Rose Scott 

Mr. & Mrs. James Beaty 

  In memory of Charles M. Crump 

Raymond Bryant 

  In memory of Helen & Rufus Bryant 

Mrs. Paul Calame, Sr. 

  In memory of Fisher Ames Tyler 

Jane Cash 

  In memory of Bill Harbert 

Circle of Flowers Garden Club 

  In honor of Marjorie Gerald 

Sam Cole, Jr. 

  In memory of Alma Law 

Paula Cravens 

  In memory of Jeanne Miller 

Harold & Jeanne Crawford 

  In memory of Nicholas Oakley, Jr. 

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Denham 

  In memory of Bertha Baldwin 

Mrs. Robert Ehrhardt 

  In memory of Jan Donelson 

 Gary Elam 

  In memory of Carla Elam 

Germantown United Methodist Church 

  In honor of Linda Brittingham 

Kathrine Getske 

  In honor of Linda Brittingham 

 Viv Naumann Harris 

  In memory of Hans & Larissa Naumann 

Heritage Womans Club 

  In honor of Linda Brittingham 
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  In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Charles B. Bruce 

Sara Holmes 

  In memory of Charles M. Crump 

Huguenot Society 

  In honor of Vincent Astor & Donald Harrison 

Mrs. Robert Kersey 

  In memory of Robert B. Kersey 

Paula Martens 

  In memory of Paul & Jonathan Martens 

Ned Maxwell 

  In memory of Ruth & Roy Maxwell 

  Mr. & Mrs. Allen Morgan, Jr. 

  In memory of Charles M. Crump 

Mrs. Copeland Morton 

  In memory of E. Harrison Humphreys 

Billy Powers 

  In memory of Alice Connie Powers 

Estelle Powers 

  In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Auguste Brabant & the 

Lake Family 

Meredith Pritchartt 

  In memory of Nancy Fulmer 

 Mary Rea Rasshianti 

  In memory of Rosebud Davis 
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  In memory of Lilly & Edward Riggs 
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  In memory of Roy D. Simpson 

Robert Shannon 

  In memory of Robert & Jean Shannon 

Col. J. Bayard Snowden,III 

  In memory of Elaine & John Snowden 

Dr. Anne Steele 

  In memory of the Bartholomew Family 

Quinn Strother 

  In memory of Mary A. Manning 

Mrs. V.H. Thompson 

  In memory of Mary Cole 

Georgia Trout 

  In memory of Virgil Trout, Sr. & Virgil Trout, Jr. 

United Daughters of the ConfederacyðGen. For-

rest Chapter 

  In honor of Jody Schmidt 

Samuel Ledcreigh Vance 

  In memory of Mary B. Richardson & Letitia 

Vance Proctor 

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne West 

  In memory of Vickie West & Larry Isbell 

Mrs. Jimmy Wetter 

  In memory of Jimmy Wetter 

Jack Whited 

  In memory of Dr. Ayres P. Merill 

Margie Whiteside-Allen 

  In memory of Thomas Abrau Prim 

Louise Whittemore 

  In memory of J.R. Haygood, III 

Wicklow Womens Club 

  In honor of Marjorie Gerald 

Gwendolyn W. Williams 

  In memory of Claude & Beulah Walton 

   



The David McCrosky  

Volunteer Photographer-in-Residence 

On January 1st, Elmwood welcomed Danny Bowers as the David McCrosky Volunteer Photogra-

pher-in-Residence for 2011.  Danny was born in Texas but raised in the Cajun country of Louisi-

ana.  He has lived in Memphis since 1980.  Though his background is in theology and counseling, 

Danny has always loved photography.  His parents bought him his first 35mm camera in 1974.  

After suffering a stroke in April 2009, his wife Donna bought him a digital camera as part of his 

therapy.  One of the first places they visited was Elmwood Cemetery. 

 

ñI know that I had been to Elmwood in the past as I remembered one of the monuments,ò said 

Bowers.  ñBut because of the stroke, it was like I had never been to Elmwood before.  It was a 

whole new experience.ò       

 

The Volunteer Photographer-in-Residence program is 

named in honor of David McCrosky, a talented amateur 

photographer, who first visited the cemetery in 2008.  

Dave spent countless hours wandering the grounds tak-

ing photographs that captured the changing seasons, 

scenic visits and special events at the cemetery.  Many 

of his photos are on display in the Elmwood Cottage.      

 

Since the programôs inception, Elmwood has worked 

with Marshall Hart (2009) and Paula Cravens (2010).  

Both Paula and Marshall donated hundreds of photos to the cemetery that are used in newsletters, 

on the website and as promotional items for the cemeteryôs special events.    

 

ñI love the peace and tranquility of Elmwood and how time seems to stand still while Iôm there,ò 

said Cravens.  ñThere are so many stories hidden there and I wish I could have found all of them 

with my photographs.ò 

 

ñThere have been people who have said that taking photographs of old statues has to be boring as 

they never change,ò said Bowers.  ñThe challenge is to find the beauty of those óoldô statues and 

show that beauty to the 21st century.ò 

 

To view more photos taken by Dave McCrosky, Marshall Hart, Paula Cravens and Danny Bowers, 

visit the Gallery section of Elmwoodôs website at www.elmwoodcemetery.org/gallery.  Dannyôs 

photos can also bee seen at the Painted Planet Artspace in Cooper Young. 

 

For more information about the David McCrosky Photographer-in-Residence or to apply for the 2012 position, please contact  Kimberly 

McCollum at kmccollum@elmwoodcemetery.org or (901) 774-3212.  

Photo by Danny Bowers 

Photo by Paula Cravens 

The Stokes Columbarium at Elmwood 
  

The Stokes Columbarium was added to the grounds of Elmwood 

Cemetery right after the Lord's Chapel was completed in 2005. The 

beautiful Southern grey granite structure, featuring Grecian-

influenced architectural elements, was generously donated to the 

cemetery by Anne and John Stokes. Situated across the street from 

the 145-year-old Phillips Cottage and next to the 2005 Lord's Chap-

el, the Columbarium contains 64 niches and is shaded by a magnifi-

cent old Gingko tree. The Columbarium is surrounded by the peace-

ful Miller Garden, containing hydrangeas, azaleas, liriope, iris, and 

seasonal plantings of pansies, azalea, fern and petunias. 

  

Inurnment in the Stokes Columbarium is offered to the friends and 

families of Elmwood Cemetery at reasonable prices. Join the staff of 

Elmwood for a tour of the grounds and ask to visit the Stokes  

Columbarium.  

www.elmwoodcemetery.org 



Long-time Staff Member Retires 
 

After 10 years working on staff at Elmwood, long-time friend, former volunteer and Visitor Ser-

vices Coordinator Richard Williams has retired. Richard began volunteering at Elmwood in 1997 

assisting the staff with archival projects. He would be asked to join the staff in 2000. 

 

Richard came to Memphis via Los Angeles, California with his wife, Barbara, a Special Education 

teacher and community volunteer. Richard met Barbara in a sociology class at Howard University 

where he was completing a Masters Degree in Psychology. 

 

Before that, Richard was a corpsman in the Coast Guard from 1957 to 1960. His unit was scheduled 

to be deployed to Beirut in 1958 when Lebanon had a coup. Richard completed his tour of du-

ty (without deployment to Lebanon) and returned to school. Howard University would become a 

mainstay in Richardôs life, and he would later create a scholarship in 1994 for qualified students.  

  

While in college, Richard supported himself by driving a taxi. In his professional life, Richard sold 

insurance for Allstate for 28 years. 

 

Richard has traveled extensively. His passion for experiencing new cultures has led him to visit at 

least 42 countries around the world. He enjoys a weekly pinochle game with a group of good 

friends. 

 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees and staff of Elmwood Cemetery, we wish Richard the best of luck in his retirement. 

  

Barbara & Richard Williams 

ñLittle Brown Sparrow of a Womanò:  Dr. Janet Miller 

By Jorja Frazier 

 
In the last part of the nineteenth century and the first part of the twentieth century, 

when most women were still at home or working in the few professions available to 

women, Janet Miller was out working in Japan, China, and Central Africa. Although 

she suffered the effects of polio at an early age, she embarked on a challenging career 

that took her around the world. 

 

A world traveler, doctor, and author, she was born in Lebanon, TN in 1873.  Her fa-

ther, Dr. Wesley Miller, came to Memphis to be pastor at First Methodist Church from 

1889-1893. He was born in Missouri in 1831 and studied medicine, practicing his pro-

fession until he was called to the ministry. In October of 1893, Dr. Miller was appoint-

ed to Broadway Church in Louisville, KY where he died August 20, 1895.  He is bur-

ied in Elmwood Cemetery. 

The Methodist Church supported a variety of mission projects around the world.  In a 

First Methodist Church publication from 1930, Sunday school Superintendent J. R. 

Pepper wrote, ñA few years ago, there was a timid little girl in First Church parsonage, 

whom our beloved pastor. Dr. W. G. Miller, called his óLittle Missionary,ô scarcely 

dreaming perhaps that when he had gone to his Heavenly Home that this same little 

girl would render splendid service in Japan, China, and now as a medical missionary 

in the heart of Africa.ò 

 

Young Miss Miller began her travels when she went to the Philippines with her sister 

and brother-in-law, the late Gen. Ernest Hinds.  Later, she was sent by the women of 

the Southern Methodist Church to Japan where she taught music at the Hiroshima 

Girls School and did missionary work there for 17 years. While there, she became in-

terested in the Japanese childrenôs eyesight deficiencies and decided to take a medical course.  She did clinical work under eye 

specialists in Memphis and Chicago.  According to one of her books, Dr. Miller received her medical training in America, Eng-

land, and Germany obtaining degrees from the University of Japan and Oxford.  

 As missionary for the Southern Methodist Church, Dr. Miller also served in China, where she was superintendent of Margaret 

Williamson Maternity Hospital in Shanghai which was established in 1884.    

           Continued next page... 

Photo courtesy of Mary Ann Carpenter Traylor, 

great-grandniece of Dr. Janet Miller 
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Initially a two-room clinic, it grew to become the first maternity and in-

fant hospital in Shanghai.  Today, it has been incorporated into the 

Shanghai Obstetrics and Gynecology Hospital Medical Center of Fudan 

University. 

 

As an author, Dr. Miller chronicled her experiences in three books.  The 

most well-known is Jungles Preferred published in 1931.  It describes her 

trip into remote areas of the Belgian Congo to operate one of the mission 

hospitals at Minga Station.  While there, she treated patients who suf-

fered from sleeping sickness, leprosy, and leopard mauling among many 

other illnesses and injuries. óThe British Journal of the African Societyô 

and the óAmerican Journal of Public Healthô both reviewed the book in 

1931 calling itò éa fascinating story of a woman physician who after 

serving in Japan and China 

was asked to go to the Belgian Congo.  Although she is described as a ólittle 

brown sparrow of a woman,ô she underwent hardships which would have 

tried strong men.é Even as a book of travel and exploration it is fascinat-

ingéDr. Miller has a keen sense of humor as well as a broad love for her fel-

low beings, which makes the book delightful.ò  Sammy and Silverband: A 

Tale of the African Jungle also published in 1931 is a childrenôs book, and 

Camel-Bells of Baghdad is about her experiences in Arabia.  Copies of these 

books were generously donated to the Elmwood Cemetery Library by Dr. 

Millerôs great grand- niece, Ms. Mary Ann Carpenter Traylor and by Larry 

and Victor McKenzie. 

   

Dr. Miller died in 1958 while in Marlin TX and is buried in the family lot 

here at Elmwood Cemetery. 

 

Margaret Williamson Maternity Hospital in Shanghai 

Interested in Volunteering at Elmwood? 
 

Last year, Elmwoodôs 45  volunteers donated almost 1,000 

hours to preserve the special history that is Elmwood. Over 

2,500 school children visited to hear the stories of our resi-

dents, told by 7 volunteer tour guides and staff. Our volun-

teers helped to conduct: 

  

�x�� 10 public tours 

�x�� 10 lunches and lectures  

�x�� 2 teas and suppers 

�x�� 2 tree tours 

�x�� 3 evening strolls 

�x�� 2 Dudley Street clean-ups 

 

Our volunteers also entertained 900 visitors at Octoberôs cos-

tume and flashlight tours, while the 1st Annual Volunteer Tree 

Watering Brigade bravely fought the drought of 2010. It cer-

tainly takes a village of volunteers who lovingly devote their 

time, energy, and heart to preserving our past.  

 

Please consider giving a little time to Elmwood in memory of the people here who gave so much to Memphis.  Just give 

Cookie a call  at 774-3212 or email cookie@elmwoodcemetery.org. 

These volunteers donated their time and acting skills for the 2010 Costume 

Tour (From left-right):  Cathi Johnson, Joshua Durdin, Cookie Swain, Justin 

Sutter, Michael Joiner and Jervette Ward-Ellis  

Dr. Miller is buried in the South Grove section of 

Elmwood. 


