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Elmwood Harvest History Hunt Directions 
 

 

The Harvest Hunt isn’t a competition but a new way to experience the cemetery. Be sure to 

look around at the interesting things you pass along your route.  

You will start at the Cottage (the building with the red roof and the front porch). 

As you read each new clue, make sure you are standing AT the last item you found, and that 

you are facing it as you found it (unless otherwise directed).  

Make sure to pay attention to all the clues. If you can’t find the next stop, go back to the last 

one and start again. 

Items, such as names, that are in BOLD, will be carved into the stones. 

A map of the cemetery can be found on the back of this sheet. 

 

 

A few things before you begin: 

1. It’s ok to walk on the grass, but please avoid stepping on the gravestones. 

2. Watch where you step, there are places that are uneven or even shallow holes to avoid. 

3. Also, there are fire-ant hills. They may look dormant, but some of them are not. So, do 

not step on, poke or otherwise touch any loose piles of dirt. 

4. Please do not lean on or sit on the monuments. 

5. Be respectful- but have fun! 
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Elmwood Harvest History Hunt 
 
Near the front of the cottage, 
Find the historical plaque. 
On it you’ll read 
A few Elmwood facts. 
 
Like when we were founded 
In eighteen fifty-two. 
And people who’re buried here; 
It’s like a Memphis ‘Who’s Who.’ 
 
Q1: According to the plaque, how many Memphis mayors are buried at Elmwood? ________ 
 
Now proceed from the cottage 
On the route, to the left. 
Then, look for a monument 
Taller than the rest (HINT: WILLIAMSON). 
 
On the top, find an angel, 
On the front, find the names 
“Sam B.” and “Mary” 
And you’re ahead of the game. 
 
Behind it, you’ll find 
Four hands, without bodies. 
In each is a flower, 
Some think them quite gnarly. 
 
Q2: What year was W.H. Eanes born? _______ Where? ____________________________ 
 
Near the front of the Williamson stone 
You will see, 
A lamb and two babies, 
Whose souls were set free… 
 
In the mid eighteen-hundreds, 
When such deaths were more common, 
But no less a loss 
To their parents, who loved them. 
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Q3: How old was little Mary Eliza when she died in 1852? __________________ 
 
Continue your walk, 
Along Morgan’s Grand Tour. 
On the right, look for Harding 
It’s an obelisk, I’m sure. 
 
The Hardings and Sheltons, 
With whom they’re buried- 
All died from the Fever 
And none of them tarried. 
 
Q4: What are the dates of death (m/d/y) for Phoebe and Temperance Harding and Robert & 
Margaret Shelton, as inscribed on the stone? 
______________________________________________________ 
 
To the right of the Hardings, 
And a little behind, 
You’ll find a stone for the Boswells, 
With carvings quite fine. 
 
The Boswells were Gypsies, 
Or Travelers, better called. 
The stone, made by family, 
From Texas was hauled. 
 
Q5: What is Melvin Boswell’s birthdate? ________ Georgina’s? ________ 
 
Now go back to the Hardings, 
And cross Morgan’s Grand Tour. 
Then look for the Siglers 
Whose son died in the Great War 
 
Q6: How old (exactly) was Lester T. Sigler when he died during WWI? 
__________________________ What was his rank? ___________________ 
 
While facing the Siglers 
Take a look to your right, 
And a little behind you, 
There’s an angel in sight. 
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That’s Mattie the Martyr 
Who died from the fever, 
While caring for others – 
So, folks could not leave her 
 
Grave place unmarked. 
So, Memphis raised money 
To put up this statue 
To honor the memory… 
 
Of the pretty young girl 
Who’d been left at the altar, 
But gave all she had, 
In the service of strangers. 
 
Q7: There is a symbol of purity extended over Mattie’s head. What is it? ____________ 
 
The ground where you are now 
Is called “No Man’s Land.” 
In the middle you’ll find 
A gray plaque, there go stand. 
 
And there read the story 
Of times in Memphis so dark, 
When the dead, stacked like cord wood, 
Were brought into this park. 
 
In sad, shallow trenches, 
Side-by-side they were laid. 
Rich ones, and poor ones, 
More than fifty each day. 
 
Q8: According to the marker, how many Memphians, collectively, died in the Yellow Fever 
epidemics of 1873, 1878, and 1879? _____________  
How many are buried in “No Man’s Land”? ________________ 
 
Now, back to the route, 
And just down the road, 
On the right is an Angel, 
Carved into the stone. (HINT: AUDIO TOUR STOP #9) 
 
Go stand before her, 
Or sit on the bench, 
And read the sad story 
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Of kids who were wrenched… 
 
From parents who loved them, 
By someone who didn’t; 
Who sold them for money, 
With their identities hidden. 
 
Q9: According to the monument, how many children who died in the care of the Tennessee 
Children’s Home Society are buried in this lot? _______ 
 
For more information, see the Wikipedia article “Georgia Tann.” 
 
Turn your back to the Angel, 
Then cross “No Man’s Land.” 
When you come again to the road, 
At an obelisk you’ll stand. 
 
With the name, Sanford Cockrell 
Carved into its front, 
Then walk to your right, 
Just a short little jaunt. 
 
And here you will find, 
A President’s namesake nephew. 
His first and his middle name 
Will help you recognize him, too. 
 
Q10: Which President was Mr. Donelson named after? __________________________ 
 
Now facing the Donelson stone 
You must head 
To your right, while you look 
For the Long-Merrell dead. 
 
At the front of their lot, 
You will find a sweet Scotty. 
He’s wearing a collar, 
And he’s never naughty. 
 
Q11: How do you know Scotty is never naughty? _________________________________ 
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Now, if you like dogs, 
You’ll find more nearby. 
Just look for the Racelys, 
And there you’ll find five. 
 
Q12: What are the names of the Racelys five dachshunds? ___________________________  
 
From the Racelys, look eastward, 
And walk toward the flag. 
When you get there, count spaces, 
Just a short little jag. 
 
It’s eight spaces rightward, 
And three spaces down, 
Where you’ll find Captain Dalton, 
Of dubious renown. 
 
Q13: According to his tombstone, what did Dalton promise in exchange for a pardon? 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Now, look all around you, 
You stand in the heart, 
Of the cause that once tore 
Our great nation apart. 
 
For here is the place, 
Where Confederate dead 
Lie at rest in neat rows, 
In graves, and not beds. 
 
Take a few minutes, 
If you’d like to explore 
This part of Elmwood, 
But still, there’s much more. 
 
 
Q14: What is the Latin inscription on the back of the large monument to the Confederate dead? 
______________________________________________________________________________  
(The translation, if you are interested, is on the Historical Marker at the northeast corner of the 
section, along the road). 
 
 
 
 



8 
 

Now, go back to the flag pole, 
Put your back to the road, 
And imagine a clock 
All around you unfolds. 
 
At ten, in the distance 
“She’s” looking away. 
Begin to walk toward her. 
Close attention do pay. 
 
At first, you’ll see Woodward 
And then J.D. Curry. 
Keep walking past John 
And then there’s a flurry… 
 
Of stones with just numbers, 
Each beginning with nine. 
Four past J.D. Steiner 
You’ll see nine-oh-nine. 
 
Look up, where you’re standing, 
And stare straight ahead 
At twenty-one names, 
All heroes, long dead. 
 
Q15: What was the nickname of Fire Company No. 5? __________________________________ 
 
Now, continue along, 
At about ten o’clock, 
Just twenty-five paces, or so, 
And then stop. 
 
When you see the Sultana 
A boat that once sank, 
Just north of Memphis, 
And took with it ranks, 
 
Of many Union soldiers, 
Who’d lived through the War, 
And survived southern prisons, 
But now died, going home. 
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Q16: The Sultana was only designed to accommodate 376 passengers. According to the 
monument, approximately how many lives were lost when it went down? _________ 
 
For more information, see the Wikipedia article “Sultana (steamboat)” 
 
Now, turn around and see Mother 
And for an obelisk for Hill. 
Between them is Dearing. 
Note Sarah, if you will. 
 
Her life was a long one, 
It spanned MANY years. 
For a moment, just imagine, 
All her joys and her tears. 
 
Q17: What year was Sarah Dearing born? _______ What year did she die? ________  
What were some of the major changes and historical events that occurred during her life? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Now, facing the Dearings, 
Look downhill to the right, 
See the stone for DeGaris? 
It’s made of marble; off-white. 
 
Walk now, down toward it, 
And then walk on by, 
‘Til you get to the road, 
Then turn right (I don’t lie). 
 
As you walk in the street-bed, 
On down to the corner, 
You’ll pass Spalding, and Tucker, 
And Rollins, and others. 
 
Just past the Betts plot 
Pause a minute at Smithwick. 
For here lies Thomas Dickins, 
A man, once so slick… 
 
That he was acquitted 
For killing another, 
Whom he shot in broad daylight, 
In front of others. 
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But his feud with the Boltons 
Took Tom Dickins life, too, 
As well as son Samuel’s, 
Whose stone’s also in view. 
 
Q18: Where and when was Tom Dickins born? 
_____________________________________________ 
 
(Standing at Tom Dickins grave) 
Now, if you look to the right, 
Almost to the road, 
You’ll see a stone for the Flemings 
Without any ode. 
 
Walk now, down to it 
And then turn around. 
Look down and you’ll see it— 
A stone that’s not grand. 
 
Here lies Dorothy Whitaker 
A woman who planned 
All her final arrangements 
Before her end. 
 
Perhaps because 
She valued a penny, 
When it came to tombstones, 
She didn’t want any. 
 
Her family insisted. 
She finally gave in. 
And ordered this stone, 
I’d guess, with a grin. 
 
Q19: What is Dorothy’s epitaph? 
_________________________________________________________ 
 
Get back on your way now, 
Down East Crawford Drive. 
Southwest you are walking, 
Aren’t you glad you’re alive? 
 
Note: The distance between the last stop and the next one is a little further than previous ones. 
You should keep walking along East Crawford until you come to the next intersection. 
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When you get to the corner 
Of East Crawford and Oak 
Just keep on walking 
To the next corner, you’ll go. 
 
When you reach E.H. Little (Street) 
Take a left but look right. 
And you’ll see Chinese families, 
All buried, quite tight. 
 
Walk down to the tour sign, 
That’s marked thirty-three. 
You can see Sarah Low 
Also known as Kee-Kee. 
 
Now see the Tongs? Look behind them— 
There’s a stone that says Jiu. 
Step up, take a close look, 
It’s a beautiful view. 
 
This stone is in symbols, 
At the top there’s a bridge 
That represents the transition, 
That life to death is. 
 
And a river flows ‘neath it, 
Which recalls the Yangtze, 
A river, which is, 
In the Jiu’s home country. 
 
But the river that runs through it 
Also represents life, 
And the love that was shared, 
Between a man and his wife. 
 
If you look at the banks, 
Of the river you’ll see 
The faces of Howard 
And his dear wife, Lum Shee 
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Carved into its banks 
In relief, silhouettes, 
They’re “together forever” 
In life and in death. 
 
Q20: What does the English translation of Lum Shee’s Chinese epitaph say (it’s carved around 
the edge of the Chinese)? _______________________________________________________ 
 
Now stand at the Jiu’s 
And look to your right, 
At the little stone building 
That’s just in your sight. 
 
Walk on down to it, 
And around to the front. 
It’s the Church Mausoleum, 
And its doors are sealed shut. 
 
But inside this great structure, 
A family now rests, 
From lives that had impact, 
And from building great wealth. 
 
Though Robert Church, Senior 
Was born as a slave, 
Once he found freedom, 
A vast empire he raised. 
 
He made one million dollars, 
A first at that time, 
And he helped to save Memphis 
From the bankruptcy line. 
 
Q21: According to the carving on the outside of the mausoleum, how much did Robert Reed 
Church pay for “Bond Number 1” which helped Memphis regain its charter following its 
bankruptcy? ___________ 
 
To the right of the Church’s 
Find a “Tuskegee Airman” 
Between Love and Martin 
You’ll find it—look there man (Or woman)! 
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Q22: When did Harold Smith die? __________________________ 
 
Go back to the corner 
Of Church and West Crawford. 
Across the street 
You’ll see West Crawford and Howard. 
 
Take the road (Howard) to the right. 
Up the hill you will go. 
Take a left on Toof Avenue, 
Then just follow the road. 
 
Around the curve by Westbury, 
And, by the angels on Latham. 
By Toof and O’Connor 
And now you can see him. 
 
This statue is of Max Rose, 
Whom an angel does greet, 
And envelops with love, 
From his head to his feet. 
 
Take a moment to read, 
The things carved on the plaques. 
The sayings, profound, 
Are the writings of Max 
 
Q23: On the large, flat plaque that is part of Max’s memorial, there is a Japanese symbol that 
means “Spirit” or “Soul.” According to the words on this plaque, what was Max’s greatest 
desire? _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
To the left of Max Rose, 
See a sweet little girl, 
Laura Agnes, by name, 
Who left this world… 
 
As a toddler, we know, 
But we don’t know from what 
But someone often leaves roses, 
On this very spot. 
 
Q24: What year did Laura Agnes Taylor die? _______________ 
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Now back on the road,  
Please continue, on Toof, 
Just a short little way, 
Then cross Oak Avenue. 
 
On the left, up ahead, 
See a stone, like a turret. 
Its letters say Smith— 
Go on and walk to it. 
 
Here lies a Colonel, 
A man who once fought, 
For independence from Britain, 
And all that that wrought. 
 
Q25: Where and when was Col. John Smith born? _____________________________________ 
 
From here, if you look, 
You can just see the cottage, 
And the bridge you came in on, 
And where you got started. 
 
Head on back, ‘cause you’re through now. 
You can let out a shout! 
Say “Yay” for yourselves – 
Because you’ve figured it out! 


